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Tuesday’s referendums in Brookhaven,
Islip and Babylon aim to reverse pollution
that is ruining our natural treasures
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e all know that Long Island has a nitrogen problem.
The evidence builds each year. It’s the algal blooms in our
bays and lakes, the rotting smell of dead fish, the summer
days when beaches are closed to bathers, the vanishing shellfish we no
longer can harvest, and the lost marshes and wetlands that could buffer the region from ever-stronger storms.
Now Suffolk County is ready to launch its biggest and most promising attack yet against this invader, focused on the residential septic systems and cesspools responsible for two-thirds of nitrogen pollution.
The county is holding three public referendums Tuesday for communities in Babylon, Islip and Brookhaven towns that would lead to nearly
7,000 properties being hooked up to sewers, the largest expansion on
Long Island in decades. It’s funded by $388 million in federal and state
grants; homeowners affected
would pay no construction
costs. The number of people eligible to vote is small, about
8,000. But the payoff is immense
for all of Long Island. And the
deal for those who would connect to sewers is terrific.
One referendum would create
a new sewer district with a new treatment plant in Mastic and Shirley,
around the Forge River. Two other referendums would expand the Southwest Sewer District — in West Babylon, North Babylon and Wyandanch
around the Carlls River, and in Great River beside the Connetquot River.
As a bonus, nearly 1,500 homes already in the Southwest Sewer District
whose owners have chosen not to be connected would be hooked up, and
513 homes in Patchogue would be added to sewers there.
For homeowners eligible to vote, this is a rare opportunity. All capital
costs would be covered, as well as the cost of dismantling old cesspools.
Homeowners would pay only the annual costs paid by current sewer
district residents, from $470 to $755. If the projects don’t move forward,
the grant money, much of it given in the wake of superstorm Sandy, will
be gone. And with it, any chance of another deal like this one.
Many people in these areas pump out cesspools two or three times a
year. Some have a water table so high they need to check a water gauge
before they do their laundry. All of that drags down a home’s value — a
serious problem that sewers could rectify.
With 360,000 homes in Suffolk not connected to sewers, this project
might seem like a small dent in a big problem. But it’s not. In all, nearly
250,000 pounds of nitrogen would be removed yearly from rivers leading to the Great South Bay — including, for example, a 14 percent reduction in the Forge River, the most polluted river in Suffolk. The referendums also would set up more progress. The expansions of the Southwest Sewer District would enable future connections into Deer Park,
Oakdale and Sayville. A new district in Mastic-Shirley eventually
would allow 10,500 parcels in that area to be put on sewers.
Last summer, Long Island experienced the worst rust tide algae
blooms in its history. It also found that the open waters of Long Island
Sound are cleaner than they’ve been in years, thanks to a concerted effort to upgrade sewage treatment plants that dump into the Sound.
We can clean our waters if we embrace bold solutions we know are
needed. If you know people who reside in these areas, ask them to vote.
Circulate this recommendation on social media or in any way you can.
And if you live in these areas, please vote yes.
— The editorial board
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Not so fast on recreational pot

I was addicted to cigarettes for 35 years. Although
I stopped smoking and
hadn’t had a cigarette for
more than 20 years, I required surgery for lung cancer. When I started smoking
cigarettes in the mid-1950s,
the federal government
hadn’t yet said that cigarettes
were harmful. Eventually, it
said they were, and later campaigned against cigarettes.
Now our state government
wants to legalize recreational marijuana [“Gov
makes pot pitch,” News, Jan.
16]. As with cigarettes years
ago, officials are quiet about
whether sucking smoke into
your lungs is harmful. I
guess our governor, many
state legislators and the
mayor of New York City are
happier with the tax revenue
they will receive from marijuana sales than they are con-

cerned about the health of
their constituents.
Gary Smith,
Island Park

Every day I hear news of
people being killed by drivers who are drunk or high on
drugs.
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo,
you want to legalize marijuana because it will bring in
a lot of money to New York.
Where are your values?
Roberta Theissen,
West Babylon
As a Nassau County resident and a concerned father,
I oppose the legalization of
marijuana for recreational
use, and I support health officials who call for caution.
I have been involved in the
criminal justice system for
more than 40 years as both a
ranking official in the NYPD

and a bureau chief in the
Bronx district attorney’s office. I have seen what alcohol and drug addiction do to
our society, and I strongly believe that marijuana is a gateway drug. We all know the serious issues that alcohol has
caused, and we should be
aware that once the genie is
out of the bottle (as in legalizing marijuana) it cannot be
put back.
Legal pot will give more
young people the opportunity
to abuse marijuana because
people 21 and older will have
the opportunity to buy it
legally and resell it to minors.
In addition, stores that legally
sell pot could become magnets for drug dealers. This
could lead to serious problems for nearby homeowners.
In addition, the Insurance
Institute
for
Highway
Safety said last year that

